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The Public schools of Gates County Board of Education is committed to the health and safety of its students, faculty, staff, and visitors and recognizes that emergencies may arise on school grounds that justify the use of an automated external defibrillator (AED).  It is the policy of the Board of Education to support the use of these devices by trained personnel on school property in order to save or attempt to save lives.  North Carolina law encourages the use of AED units by providing immunity from civil liability for such use.

Priority shall be given to establishing AED programs in large schools, schools used for community gatherings, schools at the greatest distance from EMS response, and schools attended by the largest number of adolescents and adults.

The Superintendent shall be responsible for the preparation and dissemination of a set of procedures governing the AED program including:

· Medical/healthcare provider oversight

· Appropriate training of anticipated rescuers in CPR and use of AEDs

· Coordination with the EMS system

· Appropriate device maintenance

· An ongoing quality improvement program to monitor training and evaluate response with each use of an AED

Liability and Good Samaritan Laws

North Carolina law allows for the use of an AED during an emergency for the purpose of attempting to save the life of another person who is, or who appears to be, in cardiac arrest.  Accordingly, North Carolina law also expressly provides immunity from civil liability for those who obtain and maintain AEDs, and those who use such devices to attempt to save a life.  Specifically, North Carolina General Statute Section 90-21.15 provides for three classes of persons or entities who are exempt from civil liability related to the procurement and maintenance of AEDs.

· The person or entity that provides the cardiopulmonary resuscitation and AED training to a person using an AED.

· The person or entity responsible for the site where the AED is located when Gates County Schools has provided for a program of training.

· A North Carolina licensed physician who writes a prescription, without compensation, for an AED.

Thus, if the Public Schools of Gates County acquires and maintains an AED, the schools (as well as the physician who writes the prescription for the AED), is exempt from civil liability related to the use of the device to save a lie.  In addition, North Carolina General Statute 90.21.14 provides that the person who uses an AED to attempt to save a life or save a life will be immune from civil liability unless the person was grossly negligent or intentionally engaged in wrongdoing when rendering the treatment.

